
Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2A19n0 Part 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross

expenditure did not exceed €25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2AZA,

and that wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review

under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance rcview or to submit an Annual Govemance and Accountability

Return to the extemal auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the

authority after 31 March 2A20 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2020

notifying the external auditor.

rEA s-- DeA -1 -rc> t) P+ergil C(: tu t\)ct \^
certifies that during the financial year 2A19120, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
totial gross annuat expenditure, for the year did not exceed ff15,000

$a,ezo
ktt,z{g

There are certain circudrstances in which an authority will be unable to eertlfy itself as exempt, so that a limited

assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certif, itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum
part 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

r ffts authority was in existence on lstApril 2016
. ln relation tothe preceding financialyear (2018/19), the extemal auditor has not:

' issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
, made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. issued an advisory notic.e under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the LocalAudit andAccountabilityAct

2014 ("lfre Act'), and has not withdrawn the notice
. Commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
.' made an application under section 28(1 ) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The court has not dedared an item of acmunt unlawfr.rl after a person made an appeal under *c{inn 28(3) of fte Act

lf you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income,

nor incuned gross expenditure, exceeding €25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy

submitted to the extemal auditor either by email or by post (not both)-

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Govemance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period forthe exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and, along

with a copy of this ceftificate, published on a public website* before 1 July 2020. By slgning this certilicate you

are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement

Total annual gross income for the authori$ 2O19l2A:

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2A19l2O:

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer

nlo4mo
Date

i a. c5-26

I confirm that this Certilicate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as rccoded in minute reference:

ro c+

s lo1zop

Telephone number

ol+?+ },r*83ioga6tflro.-tFo'n- c-LgrL @ btlntcr*eb. cclrn
*Published web address

(rr..r.tr.,rJ - gresf&ra-\lo1t . o\-s
ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your extemal auditor, but no later than 30
June 202A. Reminder letters incur a charge of €40 +VAT



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of:

l=i+=ir f) R &wve l\3 P*<er grr c r,Lr r*ict L-

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We eonfirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Staternents for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

{. We hae F.q in dEce arangements for effective fiaancial
!'naflagerr1er,i {rring the yeai and for the preparation of
the aec.mtir€ sta'rements.

prepared rts accouni:ng s{aterneflfs in accardance
wilh lfreAccounls and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal conircl
induding :reasr.rres designed lo prevent and dele{i taud
and coruption and reviswed ib effectiveness.

made praper ar*ngements and accepled responsbi/dy
for safeguarding tle public money and resources in
,ls clrarge.

3, We took all reasonable steps to assure oursefues
that there are no matlers of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regdatons and Proper
Praclices that could have a signifuant financial effect
on th6 ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done wbat it has the legal powerto do and lras
cofiplied with Pmper Pracbcesrn doingso.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accodance wilh the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Reguhtions.

duringlhe year gave all persons inlerested lie oppaftuniyto
inspect ard asr( quesfiotls aooul this autttrityb accourfs.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks fadng this
authority and took appropriete steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of intemd controls andlor
extemal insurance cov€r where required.

cansidered and documented lhe frnancial and dherrrsks iI
faees and dealt with them prapedy.

6, We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
efbctive system of intemal audit of the ac$ounting
records and control syst€rns.

ananged for a conpetf,tnt pe/s,on, independent af the frnancial
c.ntfils afid proc€dules, to give an abjecrive viewon whether
intemal contlds /r,eet lf,e needs af this smaller authoiu.

7, We took appmpriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and external audil

responded to matters brought lo its aftentio{, by inlemal and
e,der,al audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments. evene or tran$actions, occurring either
during or ater lhe year-end, hava a financial impact on
this euthority and, where appropriate, have induded them
in the accounting statemenls.

drlscJosed everylfi ins it should have aboul ils iusthess aclrvt?
during the year including events taking place afler the year
eN if relevant

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitaHe- ln our capacity as the sole managirlg
lrustee we discharged our accoun*ability
responsibilities for the fund(sfassets, induding
financid reporting and, if required, independent
examin tion or audit.

lras rnet aII of lfs responsrbriilres $ftere as a body
cra,rporale it is a sb rraragiflg iruslee af a lacal trust
or trusls.

Nlfi

"For any statement to which the response iS 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved a1 a
meeting of the authority on:

It
tq I er / :r:'aCI

and recorded as minute reference:

rcl (.)

SQned by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where

approval was given:

-

crerk 

-



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 20t9fiA fior

I certifu that aor the year ended 31 Marct 2020 the Acounting
Statements in thisAnnual Govemance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis folkxring the
guidance in Governance and Accrountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financid position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

13*6T ,'ery*Y l-cr\) €'ArfC I S '\"1 C Cr,r t-:c-i L.-

! confirm that these Accounling Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Gt lo*e-ozo
as recorded in minute reference:

.* fr)

Total balances arrd resarrcs at the beginoing of the year
as recorded inthe financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Totd amount of precept {or torlD8s rales and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any gre,nts
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total iname or recelpfs as recorded in lhe cashbook /ess
the prerept or rctesfleries received (line 2). lnclude any
gants rewived-

4. (-) Staff costs Total expendrture or payments made to and on behalf
af atl employees. lnck de gross salanes and wages,
employers Nt contrbuliofls, employers pens'wn
confnbutiong grafuiiles and seyerance payrflerrts.

Total expenditure or payments ot capital and interesf
tnada duing the yeat on the autbori$s ionauahgs (if any).

6. (-) All other payrnents Total expenditure ar payments as rccarded in the casfi'
0ookless siaff cosls $ine 4) a*d laan interest/capital

Total balanxs and resenres at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Told value ofcash and
short term investments /+t) k t 26e 3

The sum of all currcnt and deposit bank accounts, casf
holdings and shott terzn inyesknenfs held as at 31 March -
Io agree wi0t bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

I \
Ttte value at all the property the authority owns - rt is rnade
up of all its fued assefs and lor?g term investmerrts as al
3l March.

{0. Total bonowings
o 0 The outstanding capital balanen as at 31 March af all laans

*am third parties {including PINLB).

tt. (For Local Councils Only) Disdosure note
re Trust tunds {including chariiable)

Iie 6ouner;l as a bdy arparcfe acts as so/e trusfee for
and r,s responsibb for managing lrust funds or assefs.

N.8. Ihe fgtrres rn the accounting slafernenrs abave do
nat include any lrust ffiarsactions.

Date
^ I *t

lE1'lO5 /2oxo



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2A19120

I3A:;T geyq Y:rr3NJ P&+?r 5u\ cclr..r..r\rcr r-
This authority's intemal auditor, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,

canid out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls to be in

operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2020.

The intemal audit tu 2A19t20 has been canied out in accordance with this authority's needs

and planned coverage. On the basis of the findings in the aneas examined, the intemal audit

conclusions are summarised in this table. Set out below are the obiectives of intemal control

and alongside are the intemal audit condusions on whether, in all significant respects, the conhol

objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the

needs of this authority.

A" eppopriate acounting records have been propedy kept lhroughout the financid y9a1 ,/
B. This authoiU complied wiul its financial regnrlations, payments luero suppqtod by int/oices, a[

expenditure was approved and VATwas appropiatdy accomted L ,/
C. This authority assesserl the spnificant risks to acfiiadrg its oqieclives and reviarcd the a@uacy

of anangements to manage these.

D. The precspt or rzltes requirement resdted fiom an adequate budSetay process; Progress against

the budgaiwas resulady monitored; and
,/

E. Expected income u,as fuIy r@ived, based on con€ct plices, p,Ioperly reoorded and prorlFty

banked; and VAT was appropriatdy accounted for-
/

F. Petty cash payments were propedy supported by receipts. dl petty cash erperdihrrc was

approved and VAT appropdady mmted br.
sln

G. Sahries to emptoyees and a[uances to members were paU in accordance wtth this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl rcquiremonB wry P

/
H. Asset and investmenB reOisters were comphb and acculate a]d properly mainAined. {
l. Periodic and lear-end bar* account recoruItations were pmpedy qnied ouL /
J. Accounting statemen6 prgpared during the yearrcre prepaed on tha crectaccumtirg basis

(r€ceipts and payments or income and expendih.rre), agreed to th€ cash book' supported by an

iOequate audlt fall from undedying reoords ard where approptbte debbrs and credhors were

orooerlv recorded.

/

K. lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assuranoe revbw in 2018/1 I, it met the

exemptlcn criteria and conecty dedarcd itself exempt. (lf he authority had a limited assurance

review of its 2018/19 AGAR tick "not covered)
,/

L The authority has demonstrated that durlng summer 2019 it conec0y provided for the exercise
ol public rights as required by theAmunts and Audit Regulatbns. /

M. (For local counclls onlY!
- The council met its responsiblifies as a bust€e.

For ary ogrer risk areas 'rlentif6 W trb a$rority adequate contrds orisbd (Sst arry &\er risk areas m separate she€ts if needed).

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken

o1 'o{-b
Signature of person who
caried out the intemal audit

*lf ths response is 'no' please state ttre impllcations and actlon being taken to ad&ess any u,€kness in conbd identified

(add separate sheets if neeH).
*Note: lf the response is 'nat covered' ilease state $fien the rnost recent irfernal ardit work rras done ln this area and u*ren h b
next flanned; or. if coyerqe is not requirad, ttre anru.ral ilrtend audit report must exflaln why not (add separda sheets if naeded).

Name of person who canied out the intemal audit

\W2*rk{
7-{- ze

Date

(\lr., qot:-Srvl*J , S@uc-ftfo.-htf tr) tft'€{Y\.r L(>\^) S-\
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountabilitv ActjQl4 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to
smaller authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act.
The Act and the Assaunlls rnlll\ullit Eegllations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and
rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being
audited.

As a lcjcal elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and
related documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you
can also ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for
exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its
running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights
through their council tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and
all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records.
You can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the
accounts, or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents
unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act
explains what is meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by
commercial confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it
was released to the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest
why it should nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of
inspection during which all smaller authorities' accounting records are available to inspect. This will be
1-12 July 2019 for 2018119 accounts. The advertisement must set outthe dates of the period forthe
exercise of public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect
the accounting records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant
legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local eledor, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by lhe local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting
records that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the
external auditor about the accounting records.



The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions.
To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now
you may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or
there are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government
elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account
is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or
why you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external
auditor with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending
does not make it unlaMul" To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you
want to make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy
to the smaller authority. The notice must include:

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;

. why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

. details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and

. details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external
auditor to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonrrard, one of a series of factors the
auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the
objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if
they think that it is frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal
to the courts against an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of
account is unlaMul, you will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights
and the special powers of auditors, copies of
the publication Local euthoritv accounts: A
qtide to yqur rights are available from the NAO
website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &

Return.


